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Confirmation No. : 4207 

Filed: December 11, 2001 

For: MEDICAL SUTURE INSTRUMENT AND METHOD OF 

USE 

Examiner: Gary Jackson 

Art Unit: 3731 



MAIL STOP Amendment 

Corrmiissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

STATEMENT FILED PURSUANT TO THE DUTY OF 
DISCLOSURE UNDER 37 CFR §$1.56. 1.97 AND 1.98 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the Applicant 
requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

PART I: Compliance with 37 C.F.R. SI. 97 

This Information Disclosure Statement has been filed more than three months after the 
filing date of this application and after the mailing date of the first Office Action, but before the 
mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 13 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 
C.F.R. § 1 .3 1 1 , or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in this application. The fee of 
$180.00 as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is enclosed. 

PART II: Information Cited 

The Applicant hereby makes of record in the above-identified application the information 
listed on the attached form PTO-1449 (modified). The order of presentation of the references 
should not be construed as an indication of the importance of the references. 
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The Applicant hereby makes the following additional information of record in the 
above-identified application. 

The above-identified U.S. application claims priority to U. S, Patent Application Serial 
No. 09/368,273, now U.S. Patent No. 6,332,889. 

The Applicant would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the following co-pending 
applications that may contain subject matter related to tiiis application: 



Serial No. 


Filine Date 


Publication No. 


10/051322 


01/18/02 


n/a 


10/141692 


05/07/02 


US-2003-0028202-A1 


10/202530 


07/23/02 


US-2003-0105475-A1 


10/243556 


09/13/02 


US-2003-0105476-A1 


10/352600 


01/28/03 


US-2003-0114863-A1 


10/378805 


03/04/03 


US-2003-0171761-A1 


10/396927 


03/25/03 


US-2004-0087979-A1 


10/441652 


05/19/03 


US-2004-0092967-A1 


10/440805 


05/19/03 


US-2004-0254592-A1 


10/667845 


09/22/03 


US-2004-0133221.A1 


10/681626 


10/08/03 


US-2004-0073237-A1 


10/737197 


12/16/03 


US-2005-0070922-A1 


10/760634 


01/20/04 


US-2005-0038449-A1 


10/764837 


01/26/04 


US-2004-0158267-A1 


10/848512 


05/18/04 


n/a 


10/897975 


07/23/04 


US-2005-0043747-A1 


10/919792 


08/17/04 


US-2005-0085832-A1 



The Applicant would like to bring to the Examiner's attention the enclosed copy of the 
International Search Report from Patent Cooperation Treaty Application No. PCTAJS99/19491, 
dated November 29, 1999, which corresponds to Parent U. S. Patent Application Serial No, 
09/368,273, now U.S. Patent No. 6,332,889. 
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PART III: Remarks 

Documents cited anywhere in the Information Disclosure Statement are enclosed imless 
otherwise indicated. It is respectfully requested that: 

1 . The Examiner consider completely the cited information, along with any other 
information, in reaching a determination conceming the patentability of the present claims; 

2. The enclosed form PTO-1449 be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited 
information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office during the 
examination of this application; 

3. The citations for the information be printed on any patent which issues from this 
application. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that a search has been performed, of the extent of any search performed, or that 
more relevant information does not exist. 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b). 

By submitting this Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicant makes no 
representation that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, in fact, prior 
art as defined by 35 U.S.C. §102. 

Notwithstanding any statements by the Applicant, the Examiner is urged to form his own 
conclusion regarding the relevance of the cited information. 
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An early and favorable action is hereby requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Docket No.: DO 1 88.701 62US01 
Date: May 27, 2005 
xNDDx 



By: fl^Ap^ 

WaltNorfleet, Reg. No. 5%Qn 
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 
600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210-2206 
Telephone: (617)646-8000 
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PILLING ETAL 
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2,579,192 
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3,013,559 




THOMAS 


12/19/1961 






3,675,688 
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7/11/1972 
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10/8/1974 
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6/2/1987 






4,705,040 
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11/10/1987 






4,728,020 




Green, et al. 


3/1/1988 






4,741,330 




Hayhurst 


5/3/1988 






4,869,414 




Green, et al 


9/26/1989 






4,919,152 




Ger 


4/24/1990 






4,997,436 




Oberlander 


3/5/1991 






5,021,059 




Kensey, et al. 


6/4/1991 






5,037,433 




Wilk, et al. 


8/6/1991 






5,100,042 
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3/31/1992 
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9/15/1992 






5,161,725 




Murray, et al. 


11/10/1992 






5,181,919 




Bergman, et al. 


1/26/1993 






5,197,971 




Bonutti 


3/30/1993 






5,209,747 
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5/11/1993 






5,211,650 




Noda 


5/18/1993 






5,243,443 
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9/7/1993 






5,356,064 




Green, et al. 


10/18/1994 






5,368,606 




Marlow, et al. 


11/29/1994 






5,387,221 




Bisgaard 


2/7/1995 
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